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Sponsored by the Congregation of St. Joseph



Who we are...
St. Joseph Adoption Ministry opened on December 28, 2001 as St. Joseph Adoption Referral Services, Inc. 

We began as an outgrowth of, and adjunct to, years of pro-life ministry in crisis pregnancy services. ( June 29, 1985). The first child 
adopted through our ministry was born March 2, 2002 in California and is currently living in Colorado with his adoptive parents. As of 
September 1, 2011, 163 children have been blest with parents through our Ministry.

The organization is sponsored by the Congregation of 
St. Joseph and has a 501 (c) (3) designation. In addition, it 
is separately incorporated, and functions as such under the 
State of Kansas.

On May 13, 2005–at the request of the State of Kansas–
State licensure was procured and granted and the delineation 
title was changed to St. Joseph Adoption Referral Services 
dba St. Joseph Adoption Ministry.

On March 19, 2007 the Congregation of St. Joseph was 
founded by seven formerly independent communities within 
the Heartland Region of the U.S. Federation of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph. (See map.)

PLACEMENT DATA

Adoption law is State specific, and we work with couples for the purpose of helping them to complete a domestic adoption. We do not 
work in the International arena. We can work with couples throughout the United States, with the exception of the State of New York – 
where we would have to have a visible presence. We follow the respective State and Federal guidelines with respect to the homestudy, post-
placement visits, FBI and child abuse clearances. When a child is adopted from a State other than wherein the adoptive parents reside, the 
process known as The Interstate Compact for the Protection of Children (ICPC) is fully complied with.

Our goal is to be an advocate for the adoptive family–and we work with 20 to 25 adoption professionals who represent and help the 
parents of birth, and in turn are in need of families. We find that these working relationships also precludes a potential conflict of interest 
between the birth parents and adoptive parents.

We believe that our talents and resources, in collaboration with other adoption professionals are helping to better the outcome for 
children, to strengthen family life, and thus, to take a positive step towards integrity of creation and betterment of society and the values of 
goodness inherent within.

Our Mission...
In keeping with the our sponsorship ministry, the Congregation of St. Joseph, “to be of service to the dear neighbor”. St Joseph 

Adoption Ministry promotes the sanctity of human life and the holiness of family values.

Our stated mission is:

To be of service to Catholic married couples who are under
the age of 50 and who are wishing to expand their families

through the avenue of adoption.
We serve these families by networking on their behalf and by being an advocate throughout the adoption process. We work with 

attorneys and other adoption professionals throughout the United States on behalf of our clientele.

Since Adoption is a journey of faith, it is in the spirit of this ministry that we hope to be of service to those we are privileged to serve.



Who we are...

a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e  D i r e c t o r

We greet you in the Lord’s Holy Name as we celebrate this year of service to God’s people.

“Go to Joseph!” Bearing this directive in mind, we are pleased to report that St. Joseph Adoption Ministry in Kansas City, 
Kansas has had a very good year.

Our commitment to serve the children entrusted to us is strong, and our ability to do so is also from a position of both 
financial and professional strength.

This past fiscal year, 2010-2011, we were blest to welcome the following children to their permanent families:

Brendan from Texas
Anna from California
Lillian and Rosemary from Iowa*
Robert from Kansas
Haley from Kansas
Colman from Michigan
Jacinta from California
Nicholas from California
Kaden from Kansas
Christopher from Nevada

As noted, we were also blest with a set of twins*.  As of June 30, 2011, we have helped 160 children to find their 
“FOREVER” homes.

It is thus with great joy, that we share this report with you.

Sister Dolora May, CSJ
St. Joseph Adoption Ministry

2002 ................12
2003 ................16
2004 ................26
2005 ................23
2006 ................14
2007 ................20
2008 ................14
2009 ................16
2010 ................15

Adoptions since we started...



Needless to say, there are 
many. We are three nuns working herein–a 
business woman, a social worker and the 
director. We value and enjoy the ministry and are 
CONSTANTLY SURPRISED by the working 
of God in our midst.

As we see it, there are two, possibly three, 
different modalities wherein children become 
available for the consideration of adoption.

Within the network, the director is either 
calling the adoption professionals regarding 
the intake of the families who are wishing to 
pursue adoption – or the adoption professionals 
are contacting the director with requests 
for adoptive families. In addition, it is not 
uncommon, that the director will receive an SOS 
call regarding either a child left in a hospital, or 
dropped off, so to speak at an attorney’s office. 
Since circumstances often change with the birth 
parents and sometimes their plans are not made 
until the last minute or they are under duress; 
one has to be available to expect and to address 
the unexpected.

First, we would like to share the story of 
Kimberly – who is now in high school – and 
couldn’t be happier. She wrote a lovely letter at 
Christmas thanking us for helping her find A 
REAL DAD AND MOM – she is currently 
living in Pennsylvania. Had this not happened 
when it did, she would more than likely be a 
ward of the State of Missouri.

There are many more stories similar to this one. 
Two years ago in Iowa, a couple was running 
from the law for fraudulent check writing in 
Oregon, and decided they couldn’t do it any 

Our Success Stories...



longer. They went to an attorney with whom 
our Ministry works to turn themselves in and 
to ask for assistance to find adoptive parents for 
their three-month-old daughter. We got the 
call at 10:00 on a Friday night. A Texas family 
came forward and went to Iowa to meet with 
the parents. The birth father was amazed – the 
adoptive father was wearing a football jersey 
from his high school Alma Mater with the same 
number that he had worn – he felt it was a sign, 

telling him that they were doing the right thing 
and that this couple was the perfect match for 
their little girl.

After many weeks spent in Iowa and all the 
paper work being duly signed, the adoptive 
parents took the little girl home to Texas. 
Subsequently, after serving their time, the birth 
parents had a second daughter, and asked the 
same couple to adopt her as well—the couple 
gladly accepted this gift from God!

Our Success Stories...



m e e t  o u r  b o a r D  m e m b e r s

Mr. Louis Finocchario, Chairperson, has a long history of 
dedication in the world of adoption. Having served as previous 
Director of Catholic Social Services under the auspices of 
Catholic Charities for the Archdiocese of Kansas City, KS. He 
also worked for the Christian Foundation for Children and 
Aging in Kansas City, KS. He is currently Finance and Budget 
Director for Sanctuary of Hope, a Retreat Center in Kansas 
City, KS.

Sister Diane Leary, CSJ is a member of the Congregation of 
St. Joseph. She is an educator by profession and has served in 
many administrative positions at the collegiate level and for 
her religious community.

Sister Helene Lentz, CSJ is a member of the Congregation of 
St. Joseph. She has been involved in both education and health 
care Ministries for her community. She was General Superior 
for the Wichita, KS Congregation and currently serves on 
the Board of Ascension Health as well as the Director of The 
Magnificat Retreat Center in Wichita, KS.

Sister Mary Kay Liston, CSJ served on the Provincial 
Counsel of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet in St. Louis, 
MO. She also served as a Professor of Theology at Avila 
University in Kansas City, MO and currently works at Truman 
Medical Center, Kansas City, MO in their Department of 
Archives.

Mr. Mark Magee has a degree in Cellular Biology and is 
currently Vice President of Lab Operations of Clinical Reference 
Laboratory in Lenexa, KS. He and his wife Cabrina are the 
proud parents of three lovely daughters, one of whom is adopted. 
The family is involved in many pro-life activities.

Sister Marty McEntee, CSJ is a member of the Congregation of 
St. Joseph and served as General Superior for the Congregation 
in Tipton, ID. She currently serves on the Board of Ascension 
Health as well as many other boards and organizations.

Mrs. Kay O’Connor was a State Representative of Kansas. She 
has served on many pro-life and educational committees therein. 
She is also the Founder and Executive Director of “Parents in 
Control”, a national non-profit organization promoting parental 
control of educational decisions for children.

m e e t  o u r  s t a f f  a k a  “ G o D ’ s  s Q u a D ” (As denoted by one of our clients.)

Sister Peg Driscoll, SCL, MSW, ACSW is a member of the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, is 
a dedicated Social Worker who provides counseling to adoptive families, authors and reviews home 
studies and guides our clients through the legislative formalities of the adoption process. Sister Peg has 
engineered programs whereby “seasoned” parents (with prior authorization) can be available to offer 
guidance and help to couples just beginning the process of adoption. Sister also is responsible for post 
placement visits subsequent to a successful placement. Sister has a degree in Forensics and has served as 
a Court Appointed Advocate for Children (CASA). Incidentally, Sister Peg started the CASA program 
for Wyandotte County, KS.

Sister Mary I. Healy, CSJ, MBA, FACHCE is a member of the Congregation of St. Joseph and is our 
Staff Accountant. Sister Mary works directly with members of the Congregation of St. Joseph Finance 
Office, auditors and the clientele we serve. Sister is responsible for budgeting, statistical analysis and 
the development of financial standards and statements. Sister also assists with intake letters, homestudy 
reviews and updates pertinent to the operation of our Ministry.

Sister Dolora May, CSJ, RN, MHA is the Director of our Ministry and is responsible to our Board and 
to the Director of the Congregation of St. Joseph. Sister, through her work with the pro-life community, 
was able to develop outreach programs with many adoption professionals who serve birth parents 
throughout the United States. By virtue of this background, a network of resources are thus available to 
couples seeking to adopt. These opportunities are given to families who wish to work with our Ministry 
in the pursuit of adoption.



r e v e n u e
Service Fees $61,550.00 42.11%
In-Kind Services  $76,440.00 53.14%
Interest Income $4,180.87 3.75%
General Contributions $1,000.00 1.00%

Total Revenue $143,170.87 100%

2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  f i n a n c i a l  a n a l y s i s

e x p e n s e s
Administrative $114,783.12 86.00%
General Operating $18,823.94 14.00%

Total Expenses $133,607.06 100.00%

Total Revenue Over Expenses   $9,563.81

b a l a n c e  s h e e t (As of June 30, 2011)

ASSETS                                                             Current Year   Previous Year

Current Assets 
Operating Cash $47,640.92 $45,107.16
Savings $122,521.85 $108,340.98
Total Current Assets $170,162.77 $153,448.14

Property & Equipment
Equipment $1,889.66 $1,889.66
Accumulated Depreciation ($1,793.06) ($1,710.26)
Total Property & Equipment $96.60 $179.40

TOTAL $170,259.37 $153,627.54

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities
Accounts Payable $374.65 $256.63
Deferred Income $46,050.00 $39,100.00
Total Liabilities $46,424.65 $39,356.63

Equity
General Fund Balance $114,270.91 $114,270.91
Retained Earnings - Current Year $9,563.81 $0.00
Total Equity $123,834.72 $114,270.91

TOTAL $170,259.37 $153,627.54

* Savings increased this fiscal year by $14,180.87 or a 9.0% increase over 
the previous year.

* Our independent Auditing Firm, KEB is located in Springfield, Illinois. 
Our audit will not be completed for this fiscal year until September or 
October, 2011.

c o m p l e t e D  a D o p t i o n s  s t a t i s t i c s
(From July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011)

Adoptive Parents
City, ST

Irving, TX 4.14.10 6.29.10 7.3.10 M Temple, TX

Carlisle, PA 2.17.10 8.11.10 7.27.10 F Pasadena, CA

Overland Park, KS 8.4.10 8.4.10 8.27.10 F Council Bluff, IA

Overland Park, KS 8.4.10 8.4.10 8.27.10 F Council Bluff, IA

Kansas City, MO 7.23.08 8.26.10 11.27.10 M Colby, KS

Olathe, KS 10.22.10 11.29.10 12.10.10 F Wichita, KS

Webster Groves, MO 4.12.10 6.29.10 12.14.10 M Mt. Clemens, MI

Ft. Smith, AR 12.3.11 1.11.11 3.17.11 M Escondido, CA

Paola, KS 5.19.11 5.19.11 5.17.11 M Kansas City, KS

Huntsville, AL 3.28.11 4.15.11 6.29.11 M Las Vegas, NV

Commit.
Date

Match
Date

Birth
Date

Baby
Gender

Birth
City, ST



Our Heart’s Blessing 
(Written by adoptive parents to their child.)

God’s rainbow reminds us of His promise of hope after a storm.
Mariella you are our rainbow after the storm of loss!
God sent us whispers of your soul long before you were born.
While our hearts mourned our angels in heaven, God was creating the miracle of you!
Your engaging smile and blissful eyes came to us in many dreams.
Who would have known that those dreams would become reality.

Our prayers were answered when we heard of our miracle girl.
Almost taken by the hands of abortion, you survived that ill fate.
You are truly a witness of courage and faith!
You fought to enter this world with such zeal and strength.
From you we learn of fortitude and conviction.
Even as an infant you display our Master’s grace and love.

Our heart’s cry has turned to our heart’s blessing.
Reminding us that God makes all things good.
Your sisters’ prayers have forever been answered.
In their eyes, you light the sun by day and hang the moon by night.

Some say we saved you, but in our minds, you saved us.
Your mission is clear!
You have been sent to remind the world of God’s abundant hope, mercy and strength!
You are our heart’s blessing and our rainbow of faith!
We will forever be grateful for the beautiful gift of you!
Our Saviour’s precious gift, our message of hope!

8160 Parrallel Parkway, Suite 103 • Kansas City, Kansas 66112-2011
Phone 913-299-5222 • Toll Free 1-800-752-1737
Fax 913-299-5111 • E-mail jadopt@sbcglobal.net

www.catholicadoption.info
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